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Happy Holidays
from the Staff of The Weekly Challenger
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Elizabeth Keckley

2018 Silver
Spoon Tea
Party
Weekend

Friendship’s
Winter
Angel Tree
Wonderland
Ministry holds Fashion Play
breakfast for
children in need

She made the call

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – On a
dark and stormy night (Dec. 14)
Dana Battle and Terri Lipsey
Scott followed behind their husbands who were driving a UHaul truck to the Panama City.
Not knowing exactly how to get
there—you know men refuse to
stop and ask for directions—the
four braved horrid conditions to
deliver their cargo.
See TOY, page 4

ST. PETERSBURG – Eighteen young ladies from five area
elementary schools—Campbell Park, Lakewood, Maximo,
Fairmount Park and Melrose
Elementary Schools, as well as
Academy Prep—were treated
as if they were royalty on the

ST. PETERSBURG – Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
held their annual Angel Tree
Ministry’s Breakfast last Saturday for children of incarcerated
parents, but this year there was

See TEA, page 5

See ANGEL, page 7

See FASHION, page 6

BY J.A. JONES
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BY J.A. JONES

ST. PETERSBURG – When
AMP Images, Inc.’s Audrey “Pat”
McGhee thought of doing a holiday fashion show, the novelty of a
fashion show for the youngest
age group struck as an exciting
idea.
“How many times do you see
fashion shows that are just for
kids,” asked McGhee.
And when she says kids, she’s

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

Staff Writer

Woodson
Toy Drive
a success
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The Burning Spear
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Deltas host
5th annual
36th annual
Bring out
Breakfast with the Dolls
Santa

BY ALLEN BUCHANAN

CHURCH
NEWS
PAGES 12 - 13

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL

ST. PETERSBURG – Children hopped up on too much
sugar and parents enjoying a
delicious catered meal was the
scene of this year’s annual St.
Petersburg Alumnae Chapter
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. Breakfast with Santa holiday extravaganza held at PinelSee SANTA, page 8

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -- The
Bring out the Dolls benefit to
give back to youth living in
south St. Petersburg is Shannon Ligon’s way of saying
thank you to the community
where she grew up, attended
Lakewood High School and
prepared her for future success
at Florida State University,
Florida A&M University’s Col-

ST. PETERSBURG – More
than 90 Sickle Cell Disease Association of America (SCDAA),
St. Petersburg Chapter clients
came out to celebrate the organization’s success in 2018. Those

ST. PETERSBURG – By day,
the empty lot that sits between
18th and 19th Street on 18th Avenue South may look vacant and
lonely, but when the sunset last
weekend, the large plot of land
turned into a stage on which to
worship Jesus Christ in a twoday celebration.
Entitled Christmas in the
Park 2018, Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church invited
the community out to celebrate

See DOLLS, page 9

See CELL, page 10

See PARK, page 10

Staff Writer
Staff Writer

Christmas in
Sickle Cell
the Park 2018
Christmas
luncheon
celebrates a
successful year
BY ALLEN BUCHANAN
Staff Writer
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-$0(6%6$1'(5/Ζ1
1(Ζ*+%25+22')$0Ζ/<&(17(5


$)7(5

6&+22/
352*5$0
)5((


/Ζ7(5$&<$1'+257Ζ&8/785(

3URJUDPΖQFOXGHV
+RPHZRUN$VVLVWDQFH
3URMHFW%DVHG/HDUQLQJ
3HUVRQDO'HYHORSPHQW
*LUO6FRXWV
&RGLQJ

1(:+2856
021'$<)5,'$<
3030

3URJUDPΖQFOXGHV

)RU0RUH,QIRUPDWLRQ
ZZZVDQGHUOLQIDPLO\FHQWHURUJ
_QG$YH66W3HWHUVEXUJ)O

6NLOOV%XLOGLQJ
'DLO\6QDFN
$UWVDQG&UDIWV
%DVNHWEDOO
*DUGHQLQJ

2

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2018

COMMUNITY NEWS
AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER

Elizabeth Keckley: Her spirit of giving and the
Contraband Relief Association
BY JACQUELINE
HUBBARD, ESQ
President of ASALH

People with little can
give a lot in the spirit of
selfless giving. One such
person was Elizabeth
Hobbs Keckley, an enslaved woman born to a
slave master and one of
his slaves in Virginia
around 1818.
She learned to sew at
the age of three. Upon
maturity, she set up her
own shop and was soon
making dresses for the
wives of Robert E. Lee and
Jefferson Davis, among
other powerful Southerners. After earning and saving $1,200 from sewing,
she purchased her and
her son’s freedom around
1852.
Once free, she and her

son moved to Washington,
D.C., where she became a
famous and skilled dressmaker. Soon after Abraham Lincoln was elected
President of the United
States, she secured, as her
principal client, Mary
Todd Lincoln, President
Lincoln’s wife. Keckley
was very sympathetic to
other former slaves, or
“contraband” as they were
often called, who fled to
safety in Washington,
D.C., during the Civil War.
The Contraband Relief
Association, which Keckley founded and became
president of in 1862, gathered money, shoes, clothing and other necessities
for former slaves, many of
whom were penniless.
This idea took flight in
Sept. of 1862.

Keckley recounted in
her 1868 memoir, “Behind
the Scenes, or, Thirty
Years a Slave, and Four
Years in the White
House,” that while working for the first lady, she
left Washington, D.C., to
travel to New York City.
“[Mary Todd Lincoln]
requested me to follow
her in a few days, and join
her at the Metropolitan
Hotel. I was glad of the opportunity to do so, for I
thought that in New York
I would be able to do
something in the interests
of our society. Armed with
credentials, I took the
train for New York, and
went to the Metropolitan,
where Mrs. Lincoln had
secured accommodations
for me.”
The next morning,

Keckley told Mrs. Lincoln
of her project and was immediately given $200. She
was then called to Boston
by Mrs. Lincoln where she
met Wendell Phillips and
other Boston philanthropists who gave her all the
assistance in their power.
She held a large meeting at the black Baptist
Church in Boston to raise
money and helped organize a branch of the main
society, which during the
war, was able to send
more than 80 large boxes
of goods, contributed exclusively by black people
in Boston.
The
Metropolitan
Hotel in New York at that
time employed black
workers. Keckley suggested the object of her
mission to Robert Thomp-

son, the hotel’s steward,
who immediately raised
quite a sum of money
among the dining room
waiters.
Frederick Douglass
contributed $200 to the
Contraband Relief Association besides lecturing for
them. Other prominent
black men sent in generous contributions and
other necessities.
Keckley wrote in her
autobiography, “If the
white people can give festivals to raise funds for the
relief of suffering soldiers,” she recalled thinking, “why should not the
well-to-do colored people
go to work to do something for the benefit of the
suffering blacks?”
People from England
also contributed to the

included a number of assistant coach/recruiting
coordinator
positions
along the way. As head
coach at Jacksonville
University, McPhee-McCuin took its losing program to three-straight
20-win seasons. Not
afraid of a challenge, the
Ole Miss position caught
her eye.
“For me it was a
unique [situation] because I didn’t think that
Ole Miss would even
consider [me],” said
McPhee-McCuin during a discussion with four
other coaches on The
Players’ Tribune media
outlet.
“If you know me I’m
very much like —I run
my own show. I create
my own path. Like I believe that’s how God built
me and so I called them
and I said ‘Listen, I’ve
been hearing that you
guys have been having
all these people and no
one’s taking the job and I
don’t understand how

you guys are not looking
at me when I am doing
[amazing] stuff with the
[limited] resources I
have, could you only
imagine what I would do
with the resources you
guys have at Ole Miss?’
… an hour later I got a
text message and it said
would you be available to
talk to the AD (athletics
director). When they
called, I said, ‘What took
you guys so long to call
me?’ And that’s how we
started the conversation.”
She got the job because she was courageous enough to follow
her own game plan. She
made the call.
McPhee-McCuin’s
work has just begun.
Now, she has to actually
work in an environment
that had never seen
someone like her in such
authority, a black person
and more specifically a
black woman.
“For me at Ole Miss, I
don’t want to come in as

the overly aggressive,
angry black woman,”
said McPhee-McCuin in
the coaches’ discussion,
“And so I’m learning now
how to fight for what I
need to fight for and then
just, you know, not really
speak of certain things
because I can be looked
upon as ‘different’ because they are not really
used to it...but if I don’t
speak on certain things,
they’ll also take advantage of it and not make it
a priority and so [it’s
about finding] the balance of trying to not be
too aggressive so that
they can let me in, but
still fighting for what I
know and what I believe
because...this is a unique
situation I am in, I’m the
first black coach.”
Aside from handling
the responsibilities of the
job itself, McPhee-McCuin understands that
she also has a responsibility of helping to open
doors for other strong
women to get an opportu-

Contraband Relief Association. President Lincoln
and his wife continued to
make frequent contributions. In 1863, Keckley
was re-elected president of
the association.
Nancy Wartik of The
New York Times recently
wrote Keckley’s obituary
in the paper’s “Overlooked
No More” series.
“The path that had led
Keckly to become a first
lady’s most trusted friend
was almost unimaginable.
She survived rape and
years of beatings, going on
to start her own business
and eventually buying her
way out of captivity. Then
she earned a place as one
of the reigning couturiers
of high society in Washington.”

CONNECT WITH US!
Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

She made the call
It is nice to be considered, but what do you do
when you are overlooked? Such disregard
may not be intentional
omission of you, as a person. On the other hand, it
may be residue from the
historical exclusion of
you, as a category.
Meet Yolett McPheeMcCuin, the first black
coach at the University of
Mississippi where she is
the head coach of its
women’s basketball program. McPhee-McCuin
was a history-maker long
before stepping foot on
the campus at Ole Miss.
She is the first Bahamian
woman to sign a Division
I letter of intent to play
basketball, the first Bahamian woman to coach

at a Division I program
and she was the first
black female head coach
at Jacksonville University. Furthermore, she
serves as the head coach
for the Bahamian national team.
McPhee-McCuin was
born on April 30, 1983.
She played collegiate
basketball at MiamiDade Community College, then at the
University of Rhode Island—where in 2004 she
earned a bachelor’s degree in business management and administration.
McPhee-McCuin also obtained a master’s degree
in physical education
from the University
of Arkansas at Pine Bluff.
Her road to Ole Miss
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nity, as well as, of cheering for the success of others like her—if for no
other reason except that
maybe one day those like
her will get the initial call.
That is the kind of leadership that real progress
needs.
Sometimes
places
await your presence, but
you will never find them
if you are not confident
enough to make the call.
She made it, will you?
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com
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COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
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to timeliness or newsworthiness.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Burning Spear celebrates
50 years

Through Our Eyes:
Midtown and Beyond

ST. PETERSBURG –
This Saturday, The Burning Spear newspaper will
be celebrating its 50th
year of publication with a
free community event in
Akwaaba Hall.
In
1968,
Omali
Yeshitela (then known as
Joe Waller) founded The
Spear in St. Petersburg
as the official news
organ of the Junta of Militant Organizations, one
of the three groups to
later merge to establish
the African People’s Socialist Party.
The first issue’s cover
featured a photo of the
racist mural depicting a
caricature of Africans
serenading white beachgoers that Yeshitela tore
from St. Pete’s City Hall,
leaving a wall that remains blank to this day.
Since then, The
Burning Spear has provided a historical record
of the African Liberation
Movement and critical
analysis of news by and
for black people around
the world.
In 1972, The Burning
Spear newspaper was
adopted as the official
publication of the African
People’s Socialist Party.
“The Burning Spear
is the voice of the inter-

Join us for the annual exhibit of work by multimedia
journalism scholars from Melrose Elementary, John Hopkins
Middle and Lakewood High schools at Studio@620,
620 First Ave. S, St. Petersburg

national black poor and
working class in our
struggle to be a free and
self-determinate people,
in the United States,
Africa and everywhere
we are located,” said
Omowale Kefing, a longtime political editor and
contributor.
The Spear continues
to publish on a monthly
basis and is distributed
throughout the U.S. It is
shipped to prisons in
nearly every state, provided free of charge to
every prisoner who requests it.
From the paper’s production and distribution
office in St. Petersburg,
the mostly volunteer
staff provides free training in all aspects of newspaper production to
those of all ages seeking
to get involved in the

world of media and journalism.
The public is invited
to attend the 50th-anniversary celebration.
Chairman Yeshitela will
be on hand to discuss the
history and significance
of The Burning Spear
newspaper. He will be
joined by Editor-In-Chief
Akile Anai, who was appointed to the position
following her recent bid
for District 6 city council
seat.
The event takes place
on Saturday, Dec. 22 at 6
p.m. in Akwaaba Hall, located at 1245 18th Ave. S
(TyRon Lewis Avenue).
The program is free to
the public and will include pie tastings by
Uhuru Foods and Pies.
For more information
or to R.S.V.P., call (727)
914-3615.

Opening night: Friday, Jan. 11 from 5-8 p.m.
Poetry Slam and Second Saturday Artwalk:
Saturday, Jan. 12 from 5-8 p.m.
Taste of Midtown and Beyond:
Wednesday, Jan. 16 from 5-8 p.m.
The Studio@620 has showcased scholars’ work in an annual exhibit at
the gallery since 2004.
Free Admission
The program immerses students K-12 in multimedia journalism
training and results in this wonderful annual student exhibition. There
will be an opportunity to get an actual taste of Midtown highlighting
area restaurants in the Midtown community in addition to the visual and
multi-media journalistic exhibition.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PERFORMANCE REVIEW AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT
January 10, 2019
Pinellas County is in the process of developing its Annual Action Plan for FY 2019-2020 Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) Programs.
A joint public hearing is being held with the City of Largo to obtain citizens’ views on housing and community development needs, and on review of 2017-2018 program performance for the County and the
City’s CDBG, ESG, and HOME Programs. The public hearing will be held on Thursday, January 10,
2019, at 6:00, p.m. in the Development Review Services and Building Departments' Conference Room,
1st Floor, 440 Court Street, Clearwater.

Presented in partnership with the Centers for Journalism and Multimedia
at Melrose Elementary, John Hopkins Middle and Lakewood High, Pinellas
County Schools.

The County CDBG Program Area includes all unincorporated areas and the municipalities of Belleair,
Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs, Dunedin, Gulfport, Indian Rocks Beach, Indian Shores, Kenneth City,
Madeira Beach, North Redington Beach, Oldsmar, Redington Beach, Redington Shores, Safety Harbor,
St. Pete Beach, Seminole, South Pasadena, Tarpon Springs and Treasure Island. The HOME Investment
Partnership Program Area includes the above plus the City of Largo. The ESG Program Area is all of
Pinellas County except the City of St. Petersburg (which also receives ESG funds). The City of Largo
CDBG Program Area includes areas within the municipal boundaries of the City of Largo.

Welcome to the
Furniture Gallery!

Persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision made at these hearings, they will need a
record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.
If you are a person with a disability or a non-English speaking resident, who needs any accommodation
in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled at no cost to you to the provision of certain
assistance. If you need assistance, please contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 South Ft. Harrison
Avenue, #500, Clearwater FL 33756, 727-464-4062 (V/TDD).

You’ve got options:
1. Buy now & take it home
2. We can hold up to 72hrs
3. We can Delivery for only $30!
Multiple items at no extra charge. Must be
in South Pinellas area (south of Ulmerton
Road). Some exclusions apply such as
oversized/overweight items which will be
marked and provide more details.
Shopping and donating here helps local
people in need.
New Business Hours
Shop Later on Thursdays and Saturdays

PICK OF THE WEEK! DOG

2 12 28

CA$H 3

509 323 230

Monday—Wednesday: 10-6 p.m.
Thursday: 11:30-7 p.m.

DAYS

1-2
3-4
4-7

Friday: 10-6 p.m.

2-8
6-5
5-1

Saturday: 11:30-7 p.m.
Sunday: Closed
Did you know that we are an accredited 501c non-profit? We provide food, shelter, clothes, and even furniture to
local families and veterans. Our goal is to end poverty and suffering right here in our neighborhoods. We accept
drive thru donations in back of the store and also pick up furniture from your home—(2 large pieces as a minimum)
- please see an associate for details.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Woodson Toy Drive a success
TOY, from front page

What was the cargo
you ask? Well, you should
know because you donated it. That’s right. The
community gave more
than 1,000 toys to the
Woodson Toy Drive for
local children in need and
also for those suffering in
the Panhandle from the
effects of Hurricane
Michael.
The folks at the Carter
G. Woodson African
American History Museum asked the community to bring out the dolls,
balls, bikes and books,
and you responded.
“We can’t thank the
community enough for
the outpouring of support
particularly after many of

them came to learn that
our contributions were
going to benefit those
who have been impacted
by Hurricane Michael,
said Executive Director
Scott.
Not only were toys delivered to the relief drive
held by their local
NAACP in Panama City,
but also backpacks and
sleeping bags.
The Woodson started
their annual toy drive in
2009, and every year they
host a party thanking
those who have donated
and those dropping off
gifts, and this year was no
different. Saturday, Dec.
8, the museum was
packed full of people drop-

ping toys off and giving
Santa (Donald Dowridge,
Jr.) their wish list.
“It’s one of the biggest
events that we’ve hosted
to date,” said Scott. “Folks
look forward to it annually; they start bringing in
dolls and balls as early as
Aug. We are just happy to
be a part of such a generously giving community.”
Two such generous
givers were Monica Gross
and Debbie Canning, who
are carrying on the tradition of donating two bicycles each year started by
Monica’s husband, Andrew Gross. Andrew was
killed just a few months
after donating the first
two bikes, so Monica and

Debbie continue to give in
his memory.
The toys that weren’t
taken to the Panhandle
were donated to the
Christmas Toy Shop, the
Ronald McDonald House
and the St. Pete Police
Victim Assistance.
By far the largest donation of the evening
came from Lorna Taylor,
president and CEO of Premier Eye Care. She generously donated $25,000
to the museum
“I’m grateful because
we aren’t lobbying people;
they’re just finding their
way to us,” averred Scott.
Scott said Taylor’s donation will help offset the expenses the museum

incurs.
The Woodson is the
only museum in town that
does not charge an admission fee. Scott said because they never want the
residents of Jordan Park
to feel like they are isolated from any programming held there.
“They gave up their
community center in
order for us to have a
space that we’re calling a
museum.”
She also feels it’s misleading to think that it is a
gallery since they cannot
maintain fine art and exhibits there because of
the lack of climate control.
“We are a community

center with door and
boarded up windows,”
she said.
But these conditions
do not stop the community from showing up to
events, and it doesn’t stop
them donating their time
and money.
“Whatever wonderful
gifts we get it’s a result of
people recognizing our
honorable deeds and their
willingness to give.”
With holiday treats galore and beautifully decorated trees by board chair
Battle, the Woodson was
transformed into a Christmas Wonderland with excited children chomping
at the bit to get face time
with Santa.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2018 Silver Spoon Tea Party Weekend
TEA, from front page

weekend of Dec. 2.
Terri Lipsey Scott, executive director of the
Carter
G.
Woodson
African American History
Museum, had a vision for
little girls in south St. Pete
who do not necessarily
experience the silver
spoon treatment in their
lives to get a chance to do
just that.
Four years ago, she
created the Silver Spoon
Tea Party Weekend
where every day little
girls are transformed into
princesses—with royal
courtiers to boot—for one
weekend during the holiday season.
Scott’s interaction with

young girls in the public
school system led her to
create an opportunity that
many of these children
might not ever experience
in their formative years.
“It was abundantly
clear—and it remains
abundantly clear—that
our girls need something
that’s not their norm, placing them in environments
and rewarding them with
opportunities that they
wouldn’t necessarily be
exposed to,” explained
Scott.
It was her hope to create a program that gave
the young ladies some exposure to places they’ve
never been and a desire

beyond that weekend to
want to experience more.
Each school identified
three students to participate in this first-class
weekend, which started
bright and earlier Saturday morning at Pinellas
Technical College (PTC)
where the young ladies attended a pamper session.
Leading the charge
was Frechette Bradley,
who has styled the young
ladies hair from the inception of the program. Starting last year, instructors
and students from PTC
were added to the mix to
expedite the process.
Now once the hair is perfectly coiffed, it was the

nail technicians’ turn to
transform.
All 18 girls were serviced in less than four
hours, and were whisked
away for an afternoon at
the cinema to watch “The
Grinch.” After the theater, these pint-sized
princesses headed to
their luxury hotel in
downtown St. Pete where
they enjoyed a pizza and
pajama party. They also
worked on vision boards
help facilitated by Manitia
Moultrie, and of course,
had a princess party
dance-off.
Sunday morning, the
young ladies had a crash
etiquette lesson, enjoyed

an arts and crafts session,
showered and dressed for
their photo session with
professional photographer Rossie Newson.
The weekend’s culmination came when Imperial
One
Limousine
Services transported the
precious cargo to the St.
Petersburg Country Club
where the young ladies finally got to spend time
with their sponsors over
tea. Many of these relationships will go far beyond the tea party.
“We have these girls
for about 30 hours from
early Saturday until Sun-

day evening when their
parents pick them up
from the tea party,” said
Scott. Most of them, trust
me when I tell you, don’t
want to go. I’ve had parents who didn’t even
know their children. It
was that kind of transformation.”
And if that weekend
was not enough, the pampered princesses played
hostesses the next weekend at the Woodson Toy
Drive, where each one
was surprised with a
tablet made possible by a
police grant to assist with
their studies.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Winter Wonderland Fashion Play
FASHION, from front page

not
talking
about
teenagers. AMP Images
will work with children
ages 5-12, and every now
and then they may have a
four-year-old who’s good
with taking instructions to
participate.
The Winter Wonderland for Tots Fashion Play
started in 2015 at the
Childs Park YMCA. “I had
gotten so many great comments and reviews from
the parents and the audience, it of course, encouraged me to have it again,”
shared McGhee.

But life got in the way,
and two seasons passed by
quickly without the fashion
play. But when parents
came back to her again this
year, she agreed to make it
happen.
This year’s event took
place Monday, Dec. 17, at
John Hopkins All Children
Hospital Conference center
with the support of the
Healthy Start Coalition of
Pinellas County.
Attendees were asked
to bring a new, unwrapped
toy to donate to programs
such as the Alpha Program

of Pinellas County Schools.
As well as locating her
child models from among
community
families,
McGhee reached out to
sororities,
to
Nancy
Vaughn, executive producer of Tampa Bay’s
Fashion Week and to the
National Council of Negro
Women of St. Pete to
spread the word. McGhee
also thanked Deborah
Figgs-Saunders of Personal
Agenda, LLC, for her support and sponsorship.
Myra Gomez, who
owns a modeling agency in

Tampa, assisted with production elements and
Clearwater costume rental
store, the House of Make
Believe, supplied decorations. Master of ceremonies
Ricc Rollins of Ricc Rollins
Media doubled as the
Mayor of Who-ville and one
of Santa’s elves, complete
with yellow tights and all.
When McGhee was informed that her former
supplier wouldn’t be offering the fashions for the
children’s holiday show,
her show-must-go-on attitude inspired her to go in

another direction.
“This year, our little tots
designed their own outfits
with the help of their parents—they’re their own little
designers,”
she
acknowledged.
McGhee said her way
of working with the tiny
fashion plates was to guide
them more than force
them to perform, because
as she acknowledged, at
that age, “you just don’t
know how much they will
retain.”
The more than 20
model-tots started practic-

ing in Nov. twice a week to
learn to master the runway.
McGhee gave kudos to
Lynette Eva and Erica
Davis for helping during rehearsals.
After giving them the
basics, McGhee said the
pint-sized
fashionistas
added their own personalities, and for an audience of
supportive and exciting
family members, teachers
and mentors, that was
more than enough.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Friendship’s Angel Tree Ministry holds breakfast for children in need
ANGEL, from front page

an added outreach.
“We look to provide
Christmas for children
whose parents are incarcerated, and this year our
dynamics changed—we
also included the homeless children who were
identified at Melrose Elementary,”
explained
Brenda Frazier-Dennie,
who has coordinated the
initiative for the last six
years.
“We were able to collectively handle over 60
families for this holiday
season,” she shared.
Angel Tree® is a national initiative of Prison
Fellowship; it began in
1982 and has become the
largest outreach for chil-

dren of prisoners.
According to the national ministry, 2.7 million
U.S. children have an incarcerated parent, and nationally the organization
has given out more than
10 million gifts in its 33year history.
When the coordinator
at Friendship stepped
down from running their
Angel Tree Ministry
event,
Frazier-Dennie,
who is a teacher, took over.
“I used to go out and
deliver the gifts to the families, but people don’t like
to open their doors to people they don’t know. We
decided we’d have an
event where we could
bring the children in and

give the parents a little bit
of a break as well,” she
added.
The children were
served a delicious breakfast provided by Virginia
Rivers and the Culinary
Arts Ministry as well as
having arts and crafts
time, a chance to tour a
fire truck and meet members of the fire department, speak with a
representative
from
JROTC at Gibbs High
School and get their faces
painted.
Gifts were donated by
church and community
members and three substantial monetary donations by MSJ Hauling,
LLC, African American

Graduates of 1975 and one
anonymous donor all
helped to make the morning possible.
“The first year we had
it here we had maybe 15
people, and we were most
of the 15, and now more
than 100 kids were given
presents,” she stated.
The gift giving process
is quite simple. A prisoner
must contact their chaplain, who in turn will get
the information to an
Angel Tree® coordinator
closes to the child. A coordinator, in this case Frazier-Dennie, contacts the
caregivers, who can be
anyone from the child’s
mother to a grandparent,
uncle or aunt.

“We try to get information on what the kids like
to help soften the blow at
Christmas,” she said.
Elder Corey Waters
has donated to Angel
Tree® for more than 20
years, so when he was
asked to be on staff for the
Friendship’s Angel Tree
Ministry, he jumped at the
chance.
“I’m on standby in case
anyone needs counseling,”
he said. “I’m here to
serve,”
Frazier-Dennie
acknowledged the personal
impact of the event.
“It’s restored my faith
in humanity because I
think we get so callous and
we forget. My kids can tell

me, ‘Oh I want this, this,
and this,’ and I can make it
happen. But when you
have a homeless child who
tells you all they want
some socks and some underwear or a child whose
parent is incarcerated and
all they want are some
clothes or shoes. It makes
you realize that we are still
very needy in this nation.”
Frazier-Dennie wanted
to especially thank Deacon
Oscar Davenport for always being available for
anything needed and Rev.
Dr. John Evans for watching over his flock.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

Angel Tree Ministry members: Cookie Pate, Gail Jenkins, Tammy
Moore, Darryl Walls, Patricia Everhart, Dr. Bernard Parrot and Brenda
Frazier-Dennie; not shown Jeniqua Price and Tashaunti Everhart

Gibbs Classes
of ‘63, ‘65 & ‘66
Annual Scholarship
Holiday Party
Friday, December 28, 2018
8:00 pm to Midnight
Tickets $20.00 • Cash Bar - BYOF
Free Soft Drinks & Bottled Water
Music by DJ NRW of Tampa

Gulfport Casino
Ballroom
5500 Shore Blvd. S.
Gulfport, FL 33707
For tickets and information, call
Mary Allen (727) 327-7717
Jacquelyn Williams (727) 501-6552
Major Macon (727) 643-6506

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Deltas host 36th annual Breakfast with Santa
SANTA, from front page

las Technical College Saturday, Dec. 15.
As some tots worked
on arts and crafts, wrote
letters to Santa, got their
faces painted and nails
polished, others decorated cookies and cupcakes before devouring
them. Parents were happy
to sit back and watch their
young ones burn off some
of the excess energy from
all the sweets that were
gobbled up.
This year’s chairper-

son, Tonya Mitchell, said
the sisters started preparing for the event back in
Oct. With it being her fifth
time chairing the breakfast, she knew exactly
who to call when it came
down to the food—Sofia
Forte Catering. On the
menu this year was eggs,
French toast, grits and
sausage. Oh, and let’s not
forget the waffle bar
where the breakfast treats
were made to order.
Originating
as
a

fundraising prelude for
the sorority’s then-signature event, Mr. Wonderful, Breakfast with Santa’s
initial success marked the
beginning of an annual
sought-after community
event. The first breakfast
was held in 1981 at Campbell Park Recreation Center where Deltas prepared
breakfast for about 40 to
50 kids. Today, Breakfast
with Santa serves more
than 400 persons annually.

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For
more than 40 years, we have provided compassionate lifeFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County
hospice:
• With freestanding specialized care centers providing
continuous medical care if your loved one has
uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their
quality of life and your peace of mind.
• Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000
community volunteers, helping us provide the best
possible care for your loved one.
• With a local foundation that supports services and
care not paid for by insurance. This means your
donations and support of our hospice stay in your
community.
• That’s part of the larger Empath Health network
including palliative care, home health, elder
care, advance care planning and more – offering
complete support for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org

Delta GEMS and the
Delta Academy, the youth
groups associated with
Delta
Sigma
Theta,
earned some community
service hours by manning
the activity stations, while
Mr. and Mrs. Claus took
photos with those hoping
to have escaped the
naughty list this year.
The sorority sisters
purchased the gifts,
which were given out
through a raffle system.
Mitchell said the annual

breakfast is a way of giving back to the community.
“It’s for the community; it’s us giving back.
It’s not like we’re making
any money. It’s more so
just poured into the community,” she said.
For 25 years, sorority
sister Yvonne Alsup has
played the role of Mrs.
Claus, and this year’s
Santa, Leander Lester,
donned the fat suit for the
second time. They both

enjoy interacting with the
wide-eyed tykes who are
hoping to score that perfect gift on Christmas
morning.
So along with hundreds of others, Mr. and
Mrs. Claus will be back
next year when some will
be sitting down to their
first breakfast and others
for their 37th, all in the
name of giving back to the
community.
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5th annual Bring out the Dolls
DOLLS, from front page

lege of Law and now as an
attorney.
Aside from being a
successful attorney, Ligon
founded Legacy Entertainment & Arts Foundation, a 501c3 charity that
raises awareness for
causes and other deserving organizations and
charities who help advance entertainment, the
arts and sports.
She envisioned creating an organization that
would provide funds to
deserving people and or-

ganizations to help advance entertainment and
the arts throughout the
world. Legacy’s goal is to
become the premier and
most effective charitable
foundation of the entertainment, music, fashion
and sports industries.
“I wanted so much to
give back to my community like it had poured into
me,” said Ligon.
As a result, the Bring
out the Dolls toy drive
was founded in Orlando in
2013 when 12-year old

Vanessa Van Dyke’s natural hairstyle was labeled
unacceptable because it
was “too big” and she was
suspended from school.
“That’s when a collective group of Orlando
lawyers and businesswomen got the idea to
have a doll drive to collect
a diverse range of dolls in
Vanessa’s honor to donate
to
different
central
Florida charities,” said
Ligon.
More
importantly,
Ligon stated that the doll

giveaway “is to encourage
little girls that beauty
comes in all shades,
shapes and sizes.”
Starting the same
fundraiser in St. Pete was
a natural part of the
growth of her organization, according to Ligon.
“Honestly, I’ve always
been compelled to bring it
to St. Pete,” said Ligon.
She hosted the event
at the Carter G. Woodson
Museum for three years.
Moving forward, she
stated that she wanted to

begin incorporating other
parts of the city into the
organization’s annual children’s fundraiser, which
led to the event being
held at the Callaloo
Restaurant Dec. 9.
“We practiced a similar strategy in Orlando to
spread the contributions
around to different locations in the city.”
According to Ligon,
corporation sponsorships
have doubled, and toy collections have tripled since
the
fundraiser
first

started.
Raffle items for the
fundraiser were donated
by Louis Murphy, Jr.,
founder of 1st Downs 4
Life, Aica Ayana of WomenUp Network, Taylor
McDonald from Paparazzi
Accessories, BMW of
Sarasota and more.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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HIGH FASHION

LOW PRICES

WOMEN’S

MEN’S & KIDS
THE NEW DESTINATION FOR ACCESSORIES & MORE

BRING IN THIS AD FOR A 10% DISCOUNT ON ANY PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE

2112 34th St. S. (Twin Brooks Plaza)
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 323-1933

@HOUSE_OF_SHOES_FL

THE HOUSE IS OPEN:
Monday-Saturday 10AM-7PM
Sunday 11AM-5PM
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sickle Cell Christmas luncheon celebrates a successful year
CELL, from front page

diagnosed with sickle cell
disease and their families
were treated to an afternoon of music, inspirational messages, and of
course, delicious food.
Held Dec. 1 at the
Enoch Davis Center, approximately 28 gifts totaling $1,000 were given out

to members, and bonuses
were given to clients that
participated in organizational events.
Founded by Mary
Murph, the SCDAA has
been fulfilling its mission
for the last 46 years by
bringing hope to thousands suffering from the

disease.
More than two million
Americans are estimated
to have the sickle cell trait,
with the Centers for Disease Control estimating
some 100,000 Americans
living with the actual disease. The condition, although
present
in

Hispanic Americans and
those from Mediterranean
countries, occurs in about
1 in 12 African Americans.
Antoneshia Jackson,
the radiant young 2017-18
ambassador, welcomed
and thanked everyone for
coming out. Entertainment was provided by Ex-

pressions of Praise from
Southside
Tabernacle
Baptist Church, Kee Kee
Dance Academy and keyboardist
Mia
Poole.
Heavy’s Catering provided
a full three-course meal to
round out the celebration.
Murph closed out the
event humbly thanking

everyone who participated. The organization
looks forward to expanding its services in the
growing Tampa Bay metropolitan area.
For more information
on SCDAA, call (727) 8962355.

been aptly named Faithland, and last weekend’s
concerts were the first of
many.
Senior Pastor Robert
A. Vinson, Jr. was approached by Corbett with
an idea to hold a concert
on the lot. He felt it was a
great idea and the Music

Ministry went to work
bringing her thoughts to
life.
“We can’t do something like this overnight.
Much prayer, much work
and much dedication
went into it,” said Pastor
Vinson, Jr.
However, the event

was almost canceled due
to inclement weather.
“I came out here last
night about 9:40 and if
you’d seen what I saw,”
said Pastor Vinson, Jr. “I
said, ‘Lord, it’s not going
to happen.’ It was flooding
water over here, and stuff
was turned over; one of

the polls fell down, but
God has the last decision.”
The lot dried out and
the program went off
without a hitch.
“We are so happy that
our first music event on
this lot was a success,”
stated Corbett. “Anything

Christmas in the Park 2018
PARK, from front page

the birth of Christ
through music, praise
dance and scripture Dec.
15 and 16.
“We wanted to evangelize to our community,”
said Willie Corbett, music
liaison. “We wanted to
give our community a
chance to come in and

worship with us and
praise God and just open
up to the community.”
Faith Memorial is
making an effort to leave
the comfort of their four
walls and step outside
where the people are.
The vacant lot that sits adjacent to the church has
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2018 ‘FAMILY BLESSING’
The 2018 production of Jai Hinson’s “Family Blessing” was held Dec. 8 at the Mahaffey Theater. Broadway performer and
native son Ephraim Sykes was given a key to the city by Nikki Capehart, director of Urban Affairs, and special guest cast members
included Paul Anthony of 1990’s R&B group Full Force, Pinellas County School Board Member Rene Flowers and Angela Rouson.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784
Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm
Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Watch Night Service 12/31/18.............9pm

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.

Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!

............7:00 p.m.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

‘JOY’
“Joy is the grace of GOD that
Hold on to your joy and for the
gives us amazing strength; HE
love that JESUS gives;
blesses our hearts to trust HIM so
HE blesses all who are faithful
we do not ever forget.
and treasures hearts that forgive.
We thank GOD for HIS joy and
peace that cannot be replaced; our
joy will be even greater, when we
see HIM face to face.

The joy of the LORD blesses our
lives with the strength to press on;
and keeps our hearts and mind on
JESUS, to whom we all belong.

Joy with gratitude for the season
of the celebration of our Savior’s
birth; remembering that JESUS
CHRIST made the ultimate sacrifice to be with us here on this
earth.

So hold on to your Joy and keep
JESUS in your heart; The Love
and Joy of Our Heavenly Father
will never ever depart.”

With Joy everlasting and the
strength to endure; this Christmas
let us remember that JESUS’
promises are sure.

“...For the Joy of the LORD is your
Strength.”
Nehemiah 8:10
AMEN
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Nothing Less Than Excellence
“Let them praise the name of the LORD: for
his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the
earth and heaven.” Psalm 148:13
We often hear the phrase, “Let’s do things in
the spirit of excellence!” What really is the spirit of
excellence? Who determines whether or not something is excellent?
Excellence is doing the very best job that we
can do. Excellence is utilizing all the knowledge
that we have and all the wisdom that we have
gained through various experiences. Excellence is
taking advantage of all the gifts, talents, skills and
abilities that God has given us. Excellence is utiliz-

ing all the people resources that are able to assist
us with various tasks. Excellence is making the
most of the latest media and technology resources
that are available to us.
Daniel is an example of a person who did
things in the spirit of excellence (Daniel 6:1-5). He
was known for having an excellent spirit and his
leaders, peers and subordinates could find no fault
or error with him. It is important that we do things
in the spirit of excellence because God’s name is
on the line. We are God’s ambassadors on the earth
and we must represent God well. We must represent God with excellence in all of our endeavors.

St. Mark MBC
Now the birth of Jesus
Christ was on this wise: When
as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they
came together, she was found
with child of the Holy Ghost.
Matthew 1:18
Sunday’s message from
Pastor Brown was ‘A Positive
Visit Before Christmas’ with the
scripture coming from Matthew
1:18-25. In the story of Jesus’
birth, we see that Joseph found
himself in a challenging situation as he was preparing for his
marriage to Mary. Joseph represents the everyday unexpected things that come up in
our lives. Joseph needed something positive to infiltrate what
was a negative moment. Joseph
wasn’t joyful for the season because of the news he received
that rocked him to his core.
God helped by giving him an
early Christmas gift that helped
him get ready for the Christmas
that was coming. Joseph was
blessed with a special visit by
God’s angel during this tough
time and from his situation Pastor Brown presented the following three points to us: (1) A
Positive Visit Brought Peace for
His (Joseph’s) Difficulty. Joseph
was in a state of anguish as he
received the explanation of the
situation from Mary. God sent
an angel to Joseph to help him
with the difficulty who presented information that would
set his mind at ease. It is a reminder to us that God can give
peace for our difficulties. He lets
us know that what we’re going
through is real, but he is real
also. There may be times when
God may not get us out of difficulties, but he lets us know we
can handle it and he provides

calm for us in chaotic moments.
(2) A Positive Visit Brought
People for His (Joseph’s) Development. Joseph had a hard
time wrapping his mind around
the situation, but God provided
people to help him. He sent him
back to the one who had
brought him the news that
caused his anguish. God also
gave him Isaiah 7:14 where we
see that Isaiah prophesized
about the child to be born
whose name would be called
Jesus. God also sent some
shepherds who would affirm
the birth of Jesus as told to them
by the angels. Two years later
wise men from the east came to
affirm the child and in addition
as the God-child grew there was
Simeon and Hannah who also
affirmed Jesus. Through this
we see that God sends people to
help and develop us for all that
he’s going to do. Our job is not
to isolate ourselves but be open
because God can use anyone at
any time to be a blessing for our
lives. (3) A Positive Visit
Brought A Promise for His
(Joseph’s) Destiny. When we
look at the story, Joseph’s head
was down, his spirit was broken,
and his will was destroyed but
after the visit he received a
promise of a destiny that was as
bright, beautiful and brilliant as
he hoped it would be. When
Joseph talked to Mary, he was
talking to someone who in the
lineage of David, someone who
was a devout Jew and what
looked like a mess-up was a
setup. What he thought was an
evil act turned into a good act.
What he thought was going to
kill him, actually brought him to
the brink of destiny. Jesus is still
our answer when we’re lonely,

down, lost or sick, call on Jesus.
Everyone wants destiny to lead
from high places but most of the
time destiny goes down before
it goes up. Jesus came down
through forty and two generation, landed in Bethlehem, died
on a hill Calvary and went down
to get up and got up with all
power. As always there’s an
open invitation for you to join us
on Sundays for the full message.
Christmas Operation Love
for sick and shut-in members
was a great success as members fellowshipped with the sick
and shut-in, singing and praying
with them and giving them encouragement and assurance
that they are not forgotten.
We thank God that the
weather cooperated for this
year’s Christmas with the Community, ‘Legends, Lights and
the Legacy of Christmas’, which
was held on the grounds of St.
Mark. The event showcased
God at work in some of the legends of Christmas (the wreath
and candy canes). But most of
all it highlighted the reason for
this season and it meaning to us,
the birth of Jesus Christ.
As we close out 2018, we invite you to join us for Watch
Night Services on December 31
at 10:00 pm.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays
@10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study - Wednesdays @9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7:00
p.m.

Annual Santa Toy Giveaway
Annual Santa Toy Giveaway for Jordan Park resident’s children ages 3-12 years
Saturday, Dec. 22 3-4 p.m.
Jordan Park Pavilion on Jordan Park Street South
For residents of Jordan Park & parents with ID
Rev. Dr. Basha Jordan, Jr., grandson of Elder Jordan, Sr. for whom Jordan Park was named, and CEO
of Hope Alive Outreach started this annual event in
2016 to continue the legacy of Elder Jordan, which is
giving hope to black people in St. Pete.
Sponsors include McCabe United Methodist
Church, Pretty Smart Law, Attorney Shannon Ligon,
Watkins Security, Hope Alive Outreach

Friendship MBC
Welcome, it is always our
pleasure to open our doors to
those having a desire to worship with us and it is our hope
that you will continue to do so
– as a member or a friend of the
Ship. Where, with open hearts
and arms, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor/Moderator, First
Lady Teresa L. Evans, the Official Family and Members stand
ready to make you most welcomed. Trusting that your time
spent with us will be a life
changing experience, first as an
honored visitor/guest and
should the Lord lay it upon
your heart to become a part of
our Church Family as we are a
body of believers. Wednesday
starts with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed
by “Wednesday in the Word”
(the Learning Arm of our
church) at 12:00 noon and
again at 7:00 pm. Sundays,
Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am, Church Sunday
School (the Teaching Arm of
our faith) begins at 9:30 am and
finally our Mid-Morning Worship Service at 10:45 am. All
will have the opportunity to experience the “It’s just nice to be
nice” church. Don’t sit out

church, God has Blessed us
tremendously, we owe Him at
least a Thank You.
For additional information
on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300
31st Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 - Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transportation is available Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
“NOEL NOEL NOEL”
Dec. 16-30: Annual Advent
Vacation for all ministries and
auxiliaries, trusting that you
will take this time for yourself
and your family.
Sunday, Dec. 23, at 5 pm “O
Holy Night” A Family Candlelight Service, Traditional
Christmas Carols, Dance, The
Words of Christmas and Fellowship, presented on the
Rogers Organ – 940. The com-

munity is invited to join us in
this worship experience of
what is the real reason for the
season.
Fifth Sunday Schedule:
Sunday, December 30,
2018 at 8:00 am Sunday Church
School, 8:45 am, our Guest
Speaker will be Dr. Joseph Gordon, Pastor Emeritus at the
Morning Worship. Pastor is
asking the Sanctuary Choir
(which includes the Male Chorus and all Teens, Adult
Women Dance Ministry) to
serve. Brother Leonard Tyson
of Baltimore, Maryland with be
our Guest Musician.
Monday, December 31,
2018 at 9:45 pm - Watch Night
2018, the Annual Watch Night
Service, this year we will feature our anointed and amazing
Sanctuary Choir under the direction of the Conductor, Dr.
Kevin B. Parrott, our Pastor Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., will bring
the Annual State of the Choir
Address and the anointed
Word. Brother Bobby Robinson is asking all Laymen and
men of the Ship to assist with
the parking, your help is greatly
appreciated. You don’t want to
miss Watch Night Service 2018
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